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Some few Obſervations about the late Differences 
in the Kirk of Scotland, for vindicating the 
Fudicatories thereof. for diſcovering the Prin- 
ciples and way of the Diſlenting Brethren, 
and for clearing of ſome Miſtakes which may 
miſlead the Simple intheſe reeling times. 
- Mw) ; if f have imployed their parts and abilities in writing ſo 
2. \ > | _—_ Rl. Detates that have fallen out Tor 


ABD! IEA our correftion, triall and humiliation in this Kirk : 
E ©. 59) It being a Jud —__ - —__ _ Ship- 
OY [8-4 wrack upon ſuch a Rock, and to ſpend our time 
: = 55) about ſuch work, when it might be far better im- 

S A ployed ; and our Condition calls for another exer- 
ciſe; Yet when we look upon Afﬀaires, as they ſtand, by reaſon of our 
contentions, it needs not be thought ſtrange if neceſſity put men to ſay 
ſomewhat, for vindication of the Truth, and clearing of Miſtakes. When 
we conſider our caſe in this time, and how by our Differences the genes 
rality ofthe People are turned looſe unto Atheiſm, and uncertainty in. 
Religion, how godly hearts are puzzled and miſled through their miſtake 
of matters, how Church-Government is made ineffeuall to reſtrain the 
huge DefeRion from the Truth that appears in this time, how weare 
full of ſtrife and debate ar all occaſions, our Religion and Covenant bran» 
ded throughout the World, a Rent ſtudiduſly carried on, the Govern- 
ment of the Kirk, as it is in exerciſe, overturneT by our Prethren, who 
know not themſelves what Principles, Debates and Controverlies may 
ſtart amongſt therh, or what may be the delignes of fome, though we 
believe the generality of them walk in the (implicity of their hearts, when 


T may be matter of (ad regrate that ever any ſhould 


we ( 1 fay ) conſider this our fd and Judgment-like ggndition, as iz 
A2 


Cannot 


and profeſſed gremits and appoſers of the Covenant and Canſe of God 
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|. Tinnot but call aloud for mourning. #>d lamentation z. So it doth concerg 


every one w exoner their own Gonſciences , and clear themſelves ard 
the innocent of the fad guilt of theſe things. Nor is it to be looked on as 
adding Oyl to the Flame ofour Debates, if ſomewhat be now ſpoken on 
this Subje&, after thatthe Judicatories of this Kirk, and Concluſions 67 
Kirk and State, for many years together, are publikely trod under foot 
by Printed Books emitted by our Brethren, while in the mean time the. 


+ Kirk hath, with much patience and forbearance, waited for a better Iſſue ; 


And therefore have been ſparing either to ſay or do much in this buſineſle, 


., leſtthey ſhould have obſtruted an Union which is ſo much deſired and 
_, © longed for. Toſay nothing after all this, our Wound growing incu- 


rable, were in effe& to betray the Cauſe, and to be acceſſory to all the 
conſequences which our Brethrens writings and aRings may produce a- 
monglt one-and' other, through want. of due information and cleariag 
of matters, 

The particulars of our Differences, to which I intend to ſpeak, are theſe. 
7, The publick Reſolutions of the Kirk concerning the means of defending 
the Kirk and Kingdom in their extreame danger. 2. The Proteſtation gi=- 
ven in againſt the conſtitution of the Generall Aſſemblies. 3. The wayes 
wherein the Proteſters have ſince walked and ſtudied to carie on their work 
more effeaally:; To which may be added 4. Some advantages they think 
they have in their cauſe , and their prejudices againſt the Aſſembhes and 
ſuch as adliere thereto , which therefore they inculcate frequently upon 
people to gaine or fix them for them. In proſecuting of thele, I purpoſe 
not to trouble my ſelf or others with large debates, but onely to remarke 
ſuch things briefly as may diſcover the unreaſonablenefle of our Brechrens. 


* way, and undeceive the mindes of people. 


He ad-1. As for theſe Reſolutions they are comprehended chiefly 1n 
two Papers, firlt that of December 14. 1650. concerning the admitting of 
Perſons to the Forces of the Kingdom , wherein (in antwer to the States. 
queſtion } after a Narrative of the States obligation ro uſe all neceſſarie 
12d /\vtull means for the defence of the Kingdom, of the brok:n. and [cate 
ters conditon of the Forces of the Kingdom, and the ſubdning of a great 
part thereof, diſabling the reft from their own defence without there bea 
more general calling forth of the people ; The Commiſſion aeclares that in 
this caſe they cannot be againſt theraiſing of all fencible Perſons in the 
Land and permitting them to fight, exeept ſuch as are excommunicater, 
*orfaulted, noterioxſly prophane or flagitious, and ſuch as have been from 
the brginning and continue profeſt enemies ſtill,or are at this time obſtinate 
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t0 the Cauſrof God, and that ſuch Officers as are of known integrieyand - 


affetion to the (auſe, and particularly ſuch as have ſuffered in owr former 
Armies may be taken ſpeciall notice off, The ſecond Paperis that of Afay 
24. 165 1.concerning the admillion of Perſons to places of truſt in the State, 
and refcinding the AR of Claſſes in anſwere to the ſeverall defires of the 


King, Parliament, and Committee, wherein the Commiſſion of the Kirk; * 


after a Declaration that it 1 not competent 26 thens to make or tepeal Aﬀs 
of Parliament,that they had no hand in the making that Att,nor would they 
determine the keeping up or reſcinding of it ; They doe farther declare in 
point of Conſcience, that As they know nothing of the nature or grounds of 
any Engagement to England that ſuch as Were acceſſorie to the ſinful E ns 
vagement againſt them ſhould net be admitted to places of Power andTruſt, 
conſequtntly would leave it roths Eſtates toqudge off; So that the Cov1+ 
nant and Sulemne Engagememt and Declarations did not ſpecific any defi - 
nite time for ſecluding Perſons from-places of Power and Truſt for bypaſt 
offences; but only binds and oblieges condignely to puniſh effenders as the 
aegree of their offence ſhall require, or the ſupreame Fudicatories or othert 
having power from them for that effect ſhall judge convenient , to p:erge all 
Fhdicatories and mou of Power and Truſt , and to endeavour that they 
may conſift of ana be filled with ſuch men as are of known good affetion to 
the Canſe of Goa, andof a blamcleſſe and Chriſtian converſation ( which 
is a morall 4utty and a perpetuall obligation ) uporrwhich they infer th.:r 
by theſe grounds the State (in whoſe power it is to ſhorten or lengthen the 


mit theſe that have been debarred, and reſcinde the cenſures inflited tv 


the Att of Claſſes Withont ſin , providi 19 they be nwren Who have ſaticfex 


the Church for their former offences, have renxed or taken the Covenant, 
434 be qualifica for ſuch places With the qualifications required in tive 
Word of God , and expreſſed in the Solemn Achzowledccment,, and Ex: = 
gagemnt, Viz, that they be men of known ©9204 2ifoQ7:;92 tothe Canſe of Gol 
and of a blamcleſſe an4 Chriſtian corver{ation, that ſe uo perſons ger ſnich 
Truſt and Power put ia their hands 2s rag ve pieguaiceald to the (arſe 
of Cod. | 

Upon theſe two Papers -have the molt part of all our jace debates run, 
concerning which thefe chings would be obſerved, 

O8SER. 1. However our Brethren precend all this their difſarisfaRion, 
and the ryſe of the D fferences which have tamentably rear this Kirk, h4th 


flovel rom the Reſolutions ofthe Kirx before mentioned, yet it would e's | 4 
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time of ſuch cenſures,as they int juſt and neceſſarie) is not hindered to 2 "I .» 
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6onlidered that this is a great fallacie to enſnare people ; for their principles 
and way doth condemn not only theſe Reſolutions, but all the proceedings 
of Kirk and State in reference to the ſecurity of the Cauſe of God and Re- 
ligion inthe years 1649.and 1650. as appears from their praftiſes before that 
debate anent the Reſolutions was moved , and from their Printed Papers 
ſince, wherein all the Ads of Parliament and Aſſembly for ſecurity to Reli- 
gion to be had from the King, and all the InſtruQions ananimoully agreed 
unto for that end, are noted as ſteps of the Lands defeQion and Cauſes of 
Gods wrath, from whence I deſire ic may be conſidered, 

1. Theſe Reſolutions of Kirk and State, containing not only the utmoſt 
of what the greateſt Difſenters themſelves then thought neceffarie , when 
they had great power and influence both in Kirk and State , the Malignant 
party, who could have hindered, being a little before removed ; But alfo 
conditions of ſecurity far beyond any whereon both or either Kingdom of- 
fered to receive the King in former times, as is evident from the Propoiti- 
ons at Uxbridge, Newcaſtle, and Hamptom-court, compared with theſe, 
will it not necellarly follow that all that hath been concluded by the Kirk 
and State of Scor/andin this point from the beginning hath been a defeQi- 
0": according to our Brethrens preſent -principles ? And theſe their late 
concluſions a departing in themſelves from what they, ſome few years be- 
- fore, thought a great viRory to the Cauſe of God to obtain? This being 
looked on will eaſily diſcover that the late debate is but a ſmall part of the 
. difference berwixt the Generall Aſſembly and our Brethren, and that they 
have indeed ſtarted new principles. N 

2. If the corruption of a Judicatory in its chief proceedings inthe ma- 
ter of AQts be a main ground whereon to condemn the. conſtitution of the 
Judicatory ; .and if the ſinfulneſſe of the Reſolutions bear much of the 
ſtrength of ſeverall other Arguments againſt the conſtitution of the Ale 
ſembly, as is Aſſerted,, Nallity, p. 115. and 116, And if, although there 
were nothing relating tothe point of form, in conſtitution or manner of 
proceeding, yet an Aſſembly proceeding upon Wrong matters is null, as1s 
( though not politively,yet by inſinuation ſtrong enough ) held out in the 
firſt Paper confirming the Proteſtation againſt the Aſſembly at'S. A+ 
drews and Dundee , Nullity, p. 268. and afcer the ſame maner. conhr- 
med by the Reviewer from teſtimonies of Divines, 561d. p. 273. and by 
anſwering the Vindicators ObjeRtions, p. 274, 275. And if that be true 


which is Alſerted by them, iz. That theſe who diſapproved the publike 


Reſolutions and Acts at Dunace, CAnnot krep the Aſſembly now indicted, 
(to wit, that appointed by the Aſſembly at Dundee) nor be conſenting 


. -ro the Eleftion of Commiſſioacrs fer that effett, and conſequently cannot 
, ; acknowleage 


: (7 | | 
tcknoWwledge 3t for a Inwfull Aſembh, asis Aﬀertedin a Paper Printed, 
Nullity, p. 398. cc. and is frequently inculcate upon ſimple and honeſt 
people, whoſe only engagemet to our Brethrens courſe is, their diſÞke againſt 
ſome of theſe Publike Reſolutions, which thereforethey hold out to them 

as the only ground of all the Rent, not only in opinion, but in praftiſe 
and overturning Judicatories : I ſay, If thele Principles of our Brethren 
hold good, (which yet will not abide the triall) Then certainly,from what 
hath been ſaid, we muſt go ſome further back, and not only renounce the 
Aſſembly, 1651. but the Aſſemblies, 1649. and 1650. The firſt whereof 
did approve of the Commiſſioners of the preceeding Aſſembly, their Jn- 
KruRions given, upon which the-King was to be treated with, and upon 
fatisfaQion given was to be received, ( which Inſtruftions our Brethren 
do now condemn.) And the ſecond did _— Approve. the tranſaQi- 
ons with him, upon the InftruQtions drawn up by the preceeding Coms 
miſſion, whereby, asour Brethren judge, they committed an horrid de- 
feQion, in treating with, or receiving him, who was the Head of all the 
Malignant Party, while he continued in his difaffeQion and enimity to the 
Work and People of Gov, as is at large deduced in the Cauſes of Wrath, 
ag. 53. to60. And not only ſo, but laid the foundation of all that which 
they call defefion in the Commiſſion, 1650. and Aſſembly, 1651. In that 
however both Kirk and State deſired and carneltly prelled that the King 
ſhould not bring his Malignant followers with Him, yet was not that deſire 
madeany clauſe irritant of the Treaty, nor one of the deſires, upon gran- 
ting whereof ( and not elſe ) the King ſhould be invited, as will appear 
fromthe Inſtructions themſelyes : yea, we muſt go yet further back and 
condemne all our Aſſemblies which upon eaſter terms did or would have 
received the King and Malignants ; And thus if the mater, or going wrong 
in the moſt materiall things, make null an Aſſembly, what valide Aſſes 
blies ſhall we have in Scor/an4d, if we be of our Prethrens opinions 2 And 
what confuſion ſhall we involve the government of the Kirk and our ſelves 
into ? It ſhall be to ſmall parpoſe ro ObjeR, that theſe other Aſſemblies 
did many other things good upon the matter : for it were want of charity 
toſay, that the contraverted Aſſemblies did nothing good, many of their 
Adts will witnelle the contrary for them, ſure I am, as other Aſſemblies did 
eſtabliſh the parts of our Uniformity, and fo lett it not ro them to do fo all 
rhe [urt they did,overturned and wronged none of them. And if our Bre- 
threns ordinary principle ſuſtain, iz, that the entruſting of Gods intereſts 
to his enemies is a maine ill and would overturn ail the Work, then for- 
mer Aſſemblics on their Grounds tranſprefled very highly in this kinde , ig: 
doth their DoArine and Practice in reference to the Eing, and ſo whit the 
emed, 
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ſeemed to build up with ohe ao +, pulled down with the other; 2 
cheſe late principles would have us to infer, 

3- Asto the matterit ſelf of theſe Differences about former tranſaftions 
2nd concluſions, ſome what would be conſidered by the Judicious and So= 
ber Godly , ſeeing our Brethren inſilt ſo much on it in their Printed Papers 
( upon what account themſelves belt know , and others may conjeQure, ) 
And 1. it ſeems ſtrange Divinity that a ſupreame Magiſtrate is not to be re- 
ceived upon any Profeſſions or Engagements , by Oath or Write unleſle 
we be ſatished with his motives and ends, (which ordinarly are not knowm 
but by conjeures ) and unleſle he give ſuch ſatisfaRion and evidences as 
ordinarly are required of Independent Members in their Admiſſion to 
Churches ; It is to be doubted whether Scripture or any Divine or Confel- 
ſion of Faithin the Reformed Churches will owne ſuch a Tenet. 2. Ic 
ſeems as ſtrange a practiſe that private Perſons ſhould ( ſuppoſe there 
were a Wrong init) take upon them, not onely to mourne in ſecret (which 
I conceive is their duetie ) But 1. ſhould in ſo publick a way in Print 
( uſurping the Name and Authority of a Commiſſion of the Kirk , which 
yet though full, their number and their Commiſſion ſtanding never had 
power to that effet ) :publiſh to the World a condemnation of that 
waich this Kirk held forth as their Reſolution ſince the beginning of 
this Reformation , and which both State and Kirk had judicially ap= 
proven, ard obtrude it upon the Land as a cauſe of Go Ds anger. 
2. That they ſhould condemn i» cams/o theſe particular InſtruQtions and 
TranſaRions for the moſt part upon truſt and on the report of others; for 
it may be clearly manifeſted that the moſt part of theſe Brethren who pal- 
ſed that ſentence never ſaw theſe Papers, nor can tell whether theſe things 
they Aﬀſert of them be true or not; for they were never Printed as the 
former Papers were, and did in ſeverall things exceed them in ſtriQneſle 
of conditions. 3. That it ſhould not ſulfice them in their places and ſta- 
tions to propound grievances before.ſo grave a bulineſſe were concluded 3 
But, after it is concluded, to ſeek to have all undone again, becauſe they 
are not ſatisfied, whereas ſober reaſon would tell them, that CI1zlta ime 
pediunt Matrimonium contrahendum que non dirimunt Contrattum- 
( which if it have not place in ſuch weighty matters, as eſtabliſhment or 
rejeqion of Supream Magiſtrates, Government muſt be in a (taggering 
condition ) and that private perſons ought to ſubmit, as not being privi- 
ledged by the Covenant to have a negative voice over the State and Kirk, 
' to whom in their reſpective places theſe tranſaRions concerning the mat=- 
ter of Malignancy are expretly referred by the Covenant , and to whom, 

by the Lzw of Gop, Nature and Nations, managing of theſe _ Af- 
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Faires are committed. 4. It is yet ſtranger that ſome of the Diſſenters; 


- and determinations, and who were chiefly aQtive in the cloſe of theſe 


For if theſe praciſes be allowed, no focicty in the world can ſtand withour 


the Defate at D«mbar, did keep themſelves ſeparate from the reſt of 


who, in their publike capacities, had a chief hand in the publike concluſions 


tranſactions, ſhould themſelves ( upon conviton of puilt or otherwiſe ) 
be chief Ators in overturning of them : It were better men mourned for 
theſe guiltineſſes ( if they account them ſo ) in ſecret, then to ſeek a- 
mending of their fault by overturning concluſions of ſuch concernments; 


overturning, nor any man be ſure of any Law, or Legall Right; ifmen 
may, becauſe they are convinced of a wrong, ſeek to repair it by ſhaking 
off concluded Laws and Tranſactions made in the view of all the World, . 
they may, on the ſame ground, more ealily overturn any private interelk 
whatſoever. 

Oz 58R, 2, Whereas our Brethren lay the weight of a DefeQtion and 
forfaking of the Cauſe of God upon theſe Reſolutions of the Commillion, 
Decemb. 14. 1650. It would be conſidered whether themſelves be nor 
]uilty of firſt forſaking the Cauſe and Countrey, and of giving occaſion to 
theſe Reſolutions what ever they were : For the clearing whereof ic 
would be Obſerved. 

1. That a conſiderable Party of Forces, being raiſed in the Weſt after 


the Kingdome, refuſmp to join with them for the common defence there- 
of,notwithſtanding the many intreaties and deſires uſed to perſwade them; 
And did in a ſeparate way expoſe themſelves to be broken, and the Coun- 
trey, where they were, to be overrun by the prevailing Forces, and 
made unable to help themſelves or the Kingdom ; And all this before 
theſe Reſolutions came tobe debated. Now I hope any indifferent ſober 
ſpirit will judge that it could not but put the Stateand Kirk in great diffi= 
culties what todo, when, by their ſeparation, the Forces, raiſed by the 
Countrey, were loſt and broken, and much of the Countrey made unable 
to do their duty, and that they cannot clear themlelves of great acceſſion 
thereunto, who were bound: to have concurred with their Brethren, at 
leaſt not to have caſt away the Forces raiſed upon the Countries charge , 
but have delivered them to the State, if they would not have joyned 
themſelves, 

F 2 This contributes not a little to the clearing of their Acceſſion, . that 
when they did thus continue ſeparate, they might have been able co have 
redreſſed or prevented any thing that they conceived to be wrong. in an 
orderiy way, having an conſiderable part of an Army, which being 303 
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With the States, might have prevented all occaſion of rynnix 
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medies 2s afterward bred the Diſpute ; but they would neither joynE 
themſelves, nor allow the State to make uſe of others. There was alſo 2 
conſiderable number of the members both of State and Kirk Judicatories,. 

who, attending their charge, might have contributed to keep both right, 
and all well affefed men would gladly have joined with them on all laws 
full principles, who could'not but miſtake and be ſtumbled at their ſeparate 
way. And certainly, the longer we live, experience will confirm us the 
more, that ſuddainneſle in renting Societies, deſerting of Judicatories, 
and not ſtudying to keep up Order and holding the: Judicatories we have 
right, and bearing with much before ye make a rent, isa dangerous in- 
let to all confuſion, 
3. 'This ſeparation is yet ſo much the more to be chailenged, as that the 
tearms upon which they ſeparated were not becauſe of the Reſolutions 
(which at that time had no being ) but becauſe of theſe things contained 
in the former SeRtion, which had bcen eſtabliſhed and concluded in Kirk 
and State, and which they did again challenge and ſeek to have overturned 
in their Remonſtrance to the State ; wherein alſo they pointed at many 
faults in King and State, which if they had onely pretented by way of 
humble Teſtimonie and exoneration to their conſciences , when the 
went about their dutie, for tlie defence of the Kingdom, or had uſed 
their endeavours onely to fave what they conceived to be amiſle refor- 
med by Judicatories in an orderly way, it might have been well conſtru. 
Qed : but when they ſecond their teſtimonies with a ſeparation, and ſub. 
Join certifications to their delires, it cannot be denyed but they wert with. 
Gut the ſphere of private perſons, Theſe things being laid together, it 
may appear that long ere ever the Reſolutions came in hands, our Bre- 
thren had much weakned the ſtrength of the Kingdom, by their receding 
from the common Concluſions of the Judicatories, and prefling of Refor- . 
mation of abuſes in an unorderly and diviſive way ; and that what ever 
;ault they finde-in the courſe was after taken, for the defence thereof, they 
muſt dear the blame of it; | 
OBs$ER. 3. As tothe matter of the Reſolutions, if we look upon it 
ſimply-and in the The!''s,it will ſeera a ſtrange Paradox,and inconſiſtent with 
the fafety of any Nation in the World, todeny the SubjeRs thereof the 
liberty of defending themſeives & their Nation againſt a forraign Invaſion, 
unleſſe we would incurre the hazard of diftruſting of Gop, Lee this prin- 
ciple g0 through and be received, and a very weak People may ſubdue ag 
many Kingdomes as they can invade. Andit would be conſidered, 1. Thar: 
not only the Cauſe of Religion, but the whole Kingdome, wherein 
e Subjects have a common .nterelt and are preſerved, are in hazard ; 
Ja . 
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.Chriſtians-in the Armies of Pagan Emperours; Noris it to be t 


(11) - ; 
Tn that caſe, what ever may be (aid againſt one Kingdoms voluntary join- 
ing with another ſinfull Kingdom for aſſiſtance (which is all chat the Scrip= 
tures, cited in the Canſes of Wrath, pag, 63, 64. ſpeak to in this mat- 
eer, and that only alſo in the caſe of different Religion ) yer the Law of 
nature, and of ſelf-preſervation, and defence will jultify the neceſſary con- 
junRion of Subjets of the ſame Kingdome, who are not only conjoined 
by Providence in one common hazard, equally ſeeking to overrhrow them 
all, but are incorporated togerher as compatriotsfrom the beginning of 
the Nation. 2. This being clear of it ſelf and never doubted of by our 
fore-fathers in the beginning of the Reformation, who never raade ſcruple 
to joinin caſe of forraign Invaſion, even when the generality and Rulers 
were Popiſh, and when they yet doubted if Gop would fecond their en- 
deavours with ſucceile, conlidering the corruptions of the time. It may 
be further confirmed thus, That CyR1sST never came to a people with 
his Goſpel, to make that unlawfull, which was lawfull, before he came, 
by the light of nature ; For we findegbat, notwithſtanding the Chriſtian 
Religion, Servants were tyed to their Idolatrous Malters in all lawfull Im- 
ployments, and Chriſtian Citizens were bound to joyn with their fellows 
Citizens in like caſes; And we finde the Legio fulminarrix and _ —_ 
ought 
that the Covenint ſhould alter che Civill Liberties of a Kingdom, ik 


contrived with the contrary Profeſſion, and particularly remitting the 


matter of Malignancy to the Judicatories, 1s was faid before. 3. This theſis 
!s yet more favourable in reſpet of them who before had been laid by, 
con(idering, that in this caſe they were in common hazard, as they were 
not before ; that being ſecluded for another cauſe while the King was in 
oppoſition to the Covenant, they were Ceprived of their tentation by the 
Kings coming in to it; And that in this caſe they were likely to prove 
more cordiall then others who trere fixed againſt chem, as the event hath 
proven of many. 4. The Oppoſers of this The//s themſelves find a difti- 
culty to overturn it /mpliciter, but have contented themſelves, many of 
them, to be againſt the putting off ſuch men in places of Powet and Truſt ; 
Yea it is confidently averred that they were not generally againſt their ta- 
king in, but the ſecluding of ſome fey Perſons would have fatisfied them; 
But as they cannot charge the putting of any urfaittfull men in places of 
Power and Truſt, upon the Kirk, {( as ſhall be cleared in the next SeRtion ) 
ſo they would conlider how ill cheſe qualifications of the Debate will ſute 
with their Principles ; for the mcſt part of the;r Arguments will plead 
(ifany thing) againlt the receiving of one as well as all, the meaneſt 
fouldicrs place being a trult, as well as the greateſt Commanders, aw * 
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ju & mini non variant ſpeciem peccati, though poſlibly it may lef- | 
ſea the degree. | 
OB+$E 8-4. It would further be conſidered, that, as the Commiſſion 
and Aſſembly do only owne their own Papers on that ſubje&; ſo they can 
be charged with no further, and unleſſe the DefeRtion can be- faſtened on 
their Papers and Reſolutions, it will (beſide an irrelevancie in the Cauſe 
though proven true ) be found a great ſin to rent from them becauſe of 
many things in practiſe , which, how groſle ſoever,yet are not allowed by 
them in their Publike Reſolutions ; Nor can it, wichout breach of Cha- 
rity in a high degree, be ſaid, that the prime and leading men in theſe Ju- 
dicatories intended them to make way ſor thoſe practiles;Or followed theſe 
Reſolutions out of ſuch a deſigne not out of conſcience; Or that, when 
they joined in theſe Concluſions, they did not in their hearts abhorre Ma- 
lignancy as they had done formerly; Ordid not grieve and mourn for the 
particular miſcarriages that they ſaw in following forth the defending of 
the Kinzdom ; And therefore whga theſe Reſolutions are cryed down, bee 
cauſe under that pretexr, as it is alledged , deſigns, were carried on in 
the State or by State{(-men, to cruſh thoſe who had formerly bin faith- 
full or oppoſite to their defigns, becauſe in the application theſe rules were 
tranſgreſſed ; Or becauſe ſome men took advantage ofthe neceſſities of the 
time, to ſcrew in their own intereſt : or, becauſe that ſome were not ſeri- 
ous in their publike repentance, and it taken ſuddenly of their hands by 
theſe who received them; Or, becauſe they, who did come in preferred 
mens Intereſts before Gons, becauſe the hopes of the Malienint were 
heightned, that Gon was provocked by the carriage of affairs to ſmite and 
break the Land, cc. All thoſe, I fay, are but ill Arguments to prove the 
Concluſions ot of the Kitk to be a DefeRion, or to juſtify a Rent from 
them for that cauſe, for ſuppoſing all theſe to be true ( which yet are not 
to be Aﬀerted but on clear grounds ) yet the Kirk may not only juſtify 
that theſe things are not allowed in their” Papers, and that much of theſe 
diſtempers in particular men were occaſioned by the irritations given by our 
Brethren, and their lying fo much croſſe to the Kingdoms defence (as was 
marked before ) And that it 15 wel! known that diverſe of the chief of 
theſe, the receiving of whom our- Brethren complain of as a Defecion, 
yet were received t9 publike Repentance by ſome of our Brethren them- 
{elves: To fay nothing how aRive ſome of them were in that buſineſſe in 
procuring a favouradle reception of ſome who were of the fame temper 
with the reſt that were received. But further : 

1, It may ſafely be aſſerted that however the Kirk may in State matters: 
Feclare from the Word of God what is the rule (astheydid) yet to 
judge of the application thereof, doth not. fo properly fall under their co- 
Enition Eccleſiaſtical!, 2, The 
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(r | 
P 4: Themoſt the Kirk could do in i, caſe of miſapplication was to fſti- 
fie againſt it, wherein their Remonſtrances eſpecially that of Zzne 13.165 r. 
may bear witneſſe of their diligence in which they did expreſſe their diſſa« 
tisfattion, ani exonerthiir own conſciences in the matter of paſſing by 
fairhfull men in their chooſing of the Committee of Eſtates , and chooſing 
others void of the qualifications required, andin preſſing tender uſage to 
be ſhewed toward ſuch Godly men as could not joyne in the Reſolutions ; 
which carefulnelle alſo appeared in that before the reſcinding of the AR of 
Claſſes, they defired and obtained of the Parliament, That all ſuch as 
had been ſecluded, and ſhould be no'y admitted to ſit in Judicatories, ſhould 
give aſſurance never to ſeek, direy nor indirettly the repealing of any 
LaWwes made for promoving of Religion or the Work of Reformation, eſpe* 
cially ſuch as Were made ſince the year 1648; That they ſhould never di- 
| reftly nor indirettHy ſeek ta revenge themſelves upon ſuch as oppoſed thenms 
| #n the matter of the ſinfull Engagement, or ceaſunred them for their offence 
therein, or any other courſe of Malignancic; That they fhanld not endes 
vour to removet aithfull men from their places of Power and Truſt , nor 
quarrel! their rights uato their places; That they ſhould declare their 
« approbatien of the Att of Parliament for keeping Judicatories and places of 
Truſt free of corruption in all points, and ſhould in their ſtations endeas 
worr to fill Fraicatories according to the tenor of the [11d Att; And that 
the Parlizment ſhould enatt that if any of theſe to be adriitted ſnnld with 
late or do contrary to theſe Articles, they ſhonid be proceeded againſt as 
AMalignants ana backſliders, All which will teſtifie for them that they l1a- 
boured to free themſelves, and in their ſtations to prevent or remedie theſe 
| evils. 

3. They could not bur a!fo.confider that divine precepts for qualification 
of men is one thing, and the prudent application of the meaſure of theſe 
qualifications as God gives the mareriallsis another ; There isno doubt but 
the rules of Gods Word , and Thich they expreſſed in their Refolutions 
are ſuch as few rulers do imitate exactly; Yet prudence wil teach men not 
ro calt them off for that, bur rather to (tudie to make theſe whoare put in 
place, Godly. 

4. What ever they did reſthe apainſt and were or ought to have beer 
grieved for, and apprehenſive of, yet that could ao way warrant them t0 
deſert their {tation in ſuch an extremity, and leave the Kingdom and C1 fo 

_ wholly intheir hand of whom our Brethren ip21k fo hardly, and expoiT 
at 3s a prey to the common danger then impendins over ic, 

OB'SER. 5. This a!'o would be pondered that what ever theſe Nor. 2 
tutions were ;, yer the Doctrine, Worſhip, and Government of this Kirk 
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15 rot altered by them, neither _ Confeſſion of Faith brangled by He- 
refie, nor our DireAory of Worſhip by Idolatry or Superſtition, nor our 
Eccleſiaſticall Government by Uſurpation of Prelates or Eraſtians, which 
was the happineſſe this Kirk once ſo much defired to enjoy ; And what a 
Judgment muſt it be upon us and an evidence of fearfull rigidity that we 
ſhould break on ſuch a Debate > that we ſhould ſplit and make apparant 
Ship-wrack of a gloriouſly Reformed Kirk upon ſuch practicall Queſtions 
in State-Afﬀaires 2 Certainly all the Reformed Churches abroad and after 
ages may wonder at us, who enjoying theſe happineflſes which could be 
deſired inthe point of externall Reformation, and which were the height of 
our delires in the beginning,we ſhould not only fall to debating, but make 
a Rent & Schiſm in the Government upon ſuch a Queſtion, and by occaſion 
thereof ſhould with our own hands do as great prejudice to the Work of 
Reformation in one hour as it could be imagined theſe who were received 
to power in the State could have done in many years. I know it wil be Ob- 
jeRed that the admiſſion of Perſons to power,who have contrary Intereſts, 
would ſoon overturn all the Work : and therefore it is to no great purpoſe 
to ſpeak of what we enjoyed ſeeing they would ſoon ruine all. I ſhall not 
reply that this may be judged not ſimply true, for the Church hath en- 
joyed the Truth under Pagan Magiſtrates ; that the Kirk did not approve 
they ſhould be men of ſuch Intereſts; and that what ever hazard to the 
Work there is from Perſons, yet, when they are admitted, the beſt reme- 
dy is not to rent a Kirk, and open a gape to them to encroach upon her, 
but rather to take matters as they ſtand, and unite the more firmly for pre- 
venting ſuch a danger. But I ſhall wiſh it may be conſidered by any who 
would ſo Obje&, 1. If we ſpeak of duty; I ſee not, where men have 
otherwiſe a right to-govern, what can be required of them for ſecurity to 
Religion, but that they ſeriouſly profelle their ſorrow for former miſcar- 
riages ( if any have bin) and ſolemnly engage themſelves for the future 
to perform what is required of approven Magiltrates ; if the Church in her 
Eccleſiaſticall Adminiltrations mult of neceſſity go further, and ſeek more 
it will be a difficulty to know where to ſtand, and by what rule ſhe nece(+ 
farily and antecedently to admiſſion ſeeks evidences of gracious changes in 
penitents, by the ſame She muſt try all them who are in and caſt them out 
if they be found to want thoſe Evidences. 2. Tf we ſpeak of events and 
that ſuch profeſſions and engagements will no more ſecure the work then 
formerly ; I need not anſwer that there is no juſt nor certain ground for 
Aſſertins this ſo univerſally ; ſure I am they give more charity to men VE- 
ry tafer” REETonants, who imbrace their opinion and-way, But this I 
will ſay, that eventually no creature, by any engagement, qualification, 

| | profeſſion 
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profeſſion, 9 ſecure Religion = prejudice by Perſons, for thar 
is /Gops Prerogative, all men being liers : for it would be remembred 
that all chis which our Brethren account the DefeRion of the Land, was 
carried 0n by the State afterit was purged and conſilted only of theſe who 
| had oppoſed former DefeQions; yex it is known that none were more 
ative in ſome of theſe TranſaQions of greateſt concerninent beforethe Re- 
ſolutions, then the chief of theſe who condemn them now, and that not 
upon ignorance and miſinformation, as they have publiſhed to the World 
in Print : for-ic Willbe jultified on all higheſt peril}, char the chief of theſe 
who complaine were not ignorant of theſe particulars they ſay were 
keeped up, what ever they pretend to the contrary. Now ſhall we from 
all this conclude by way of duty that none of theſe can be admitted with= 
out the ruine of Religion ? it would plead againſt the admiſſion of moe 
| then poſlthly they will allow. 3. This arguing in this caſe is again't our 
590d old principle, Cr officiz, cura noſtra, cura [ucceſſms, cura Dei, 
for our Brethren do by their praiſe abandon:the' Kingdom, and all the 
precious intereſts therein, to certain and inevitable ruine, becauſe there is 
fear of future danger to the cauſe from ſome Perſons preſently admitted to 
Gefend it againſt an incumbent and clear danger. 

Ops. 6. This further may be ſaid in this debate, that what ever was in 
theſe Reſol:itions, yet they were taken in reference to an extraordinary: 
caſe, and a caſe of great neceflitie ; of which 1ſhall nor fay ſimpliciter that 
ithath no Law or gives allowance to fin, yet certainly it iS ##gexs to/rim 
and will allow men to do many things which are not tv be examined by 
ordinary rules fitted for ordi-ary caſes, 

When we find the Law of nature for ſelf- preſervation and defence ta- 
king place of the ordinary poſitive precepts enjoyned by God , as appears 
by Davias eating of the ſhew-bread when he was hungry , which other- 
wiſe he ought not to have done nor could have done without fin ; Why 
ſhould it be ſo much cryed out upon if in the great extremity, wherein the 
Kingdome was , ſomewhat had been done witich did not agree ( as they 
J ſappoſe) to the full, with the rules agreed upon ?- And being a caſe whicir 
) many will declare to have been excepted in the debate when theſe rules: 
# were a concluding > Or is it equity that becauſe of any thing done then; 
| the TJudicatories ſhould be deſerted as renouncing all che principles? 'The 
| Judicatories of the Kirk have much to witnes the contrary forthem : The 

- ARofthe late Afzmbly whe:ein they gave a fatisfatory anſwer toallclie 
fo Brethrens Propoſitions given into them , except only that which related tg 
this in debare ; Their cariage rowards depoſed Miniſters who deſired to ke 


xcadmitted as men unjuſtly cenſured and who proteſted upon the refufalp 
. thereof,” 
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thereof; And their longing deſires to have this Rent healed ,and the Judi- 
catories [trengthened by their Brethrens joyning to go on with the Work of 
Reformation, according to the received principles of this Kirk : All theſe 
and many other inſtances will plead for them that theſe Reſolutions have 
not byaſſed them to make them endeavour to pluck up that whichthey 
had been building. To this may be added that the ryatter of theſe Reſolu- 
tions are in the Lords Providence extin&, and as they ſay in their Papers, 
that the Aſſembly is free of the tentation of neceſſity which induced many 
to concur and Act in theſe Reſolutions, ſo it may be ſaid to them that they 
want occaſion of contention about them, unleſs they will needforce {tumble 
upon that which is taken out of all our wayes. Will it be accounted the 
/ mark of a ſober and peaceable ſpirit to keep up debates when the Lord 
hath laid aſide the ſubjeX matter thereof? And for men to be ſatisfied with 
nothing, unleſſe that their oppoſites repent for that as a fin which in their 
| conſciences they judge to be a trueth , and which is not Eccleſiaſtically con« 
i demned as {tn by any Kirk Judicatory, 

OBs. 7. Lalit of all, this hath been looked upon by many as ſufficient 
to bind up our Rent in this particular , that whatever be in theſe Reſoluti- 
ons , Fet not only is the ſubje& matter of them and occafion of the debate 
removed, but the Aſſembly in order to Peace and Union , or removing or 
keeping off of cenſures, hathnot impoſed upon our Brethren that they ſhould 
renounce their judgements and light in thoſe points , far leſſe that they 
ſhould be made to acknowledge any offence in their bypalt way , but that 
only out of love to Peace they would forbear holding up Divilions by de- 
bat. s about matters of our late Differences, and that difference of judge- 
ment about the managing of Publick Affairs, in our late troubles,may be no 
prejudice to our joynt ating in Ecclefiaſtick Judicatories for keeping the 
Liberties thereofas is held out in the AR, and Overture and Letter of the 
late Generall Aſſembly which are in Print. Now as matters ſtard and as 
men are divided in judgment about this controverſy, I ſee not what fur» 
ther could be done for peace, for it is a ſtrange caſe that men having given 
their teliimonies againſt what they account a courſe of defeftion ( which 
yet doth not direRly concern Doctrine, Worſhip or Government, but on= 

. ly ſome State affaires) ſhould not acquieſce therein without a ſeparation 
alſo ; And that our Brechren ſhould complain in their Papers of too much 
time ſpent in theſe Debates and of diverſions from moſt neceſſary duties 
thereby, and yet will not join in theſe neceſſary duties: I ſuppoſe that no 
-uningaged and judicious man but will think, that in a Queſtion of that na» 
ture, forbearance (after that-men hes given their teſtimonies according to 
their light ) isthe next remedy for avoyding Schiſm till the LoxD clear 


JNEnS- 


. - 
AP 


5 — 
Mens minds inthe Troth, and that fo long as we are a Nationall Kick, an& 
do enjoy found Dodrine and pure Worſhip and Ordinances, it muſt be & 
ſtrange ſpirit of contention that ſhould move mento reje& ſuch an offer, 
and that it will not ſuffice them to have their light free, yea and to be free 
from the practiſe of theſe things which they judge wrong, but chat they 
will keep up the Debate and make ſuch a Rent unleſle all others come to 
be of their mind. Who fo will be pleaſed to read Z#nius his Eirexicum on 
Pſal. 122.8 133. will find him to have been of another ſpirit : yea and 
Mr Bsrroughs in his heart diviſions, pag. 79, $0. doth wonder that gra- 
.cious men, differing from other, will never pre over debating, and looks 
upon it as a way that would keep the Church in perpetuall diſquiet : and 
in his Commentary on Hef. 2. 2. he breaths forth the ſame moderation, 
adviſing that, when we plead with a Church, we ſhould not only do it or- 
derly in ſo far as may be, and by the Churches mouth ( which are her Mt- 
niſters and Judicatories ) but peaceably in ſitting down when we have dif- 
charged our conſciences ; And I conceive our Brethren are eſpecially ob- 
liged to uſe moderation in this controverſy, leſt they give too much occaſt« 
on to others to miſtake vheir aim : For it is obſerved by nota few that the - 
moſt part of theſe things they hold out as DefeRion and Cauſes of Wrath 
are ſuch as can only be remedied by a change of Church and State, and 
that they ſpeak ſo of all others that are againlt thein, as if themſelves were 
the only men fit to apply the remed were capable of cheſe truſts and 
conſequently give men occaſion to think chat the ſweet of government and 
rule.is the great bait that draws them on thus to reje& accommodation z 
Or that the principles will lead them to purge the whole Countrey and all 
ranks of perſons therein, who are within the Covenant, according as they 
would have Judicatories purged. Which when our Brethren ſhall think 
upon, TI hope they may find it ſuch a ſeandall as may induce them to cleay 
themſelves by enclining to an accomodation, 


Hz aD IL Having made theſe Obſervations upon the riſe of our late 
Differences, which may contribute to clear the miſtakes of many about 
them: Icomein the next place to ſpeak unto the farther growth of our 
differences, by the Proteſtations againſt the conſtitutions of the two laſt 
Aſſemblies : Theſe are publiſhed in Print,with other things relating there- 
unto, to the very great ſcandall of many, and diſcovering of the nakedneſle 
of our Kirk in the view of the World, What the deſign init could be, 
were unſafe to determine, but in ſo far as circumſtances gives ground; may 
be ſuſpeRed to have been a deſire to engage all who joined with them, to 
de over head and ears in that buſineſſe by publiſhing their names in Prine, 
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ſome whereof, not ſong before, were much for a joining in the laſt Aſſem<. 
bly, or very averſe in their inclinations from a Proteltation, and were 


much wrought upon before they would joyn init. With all it may be. 


thought that they had no ſmall deſires to hold out themſelves as a very 


conſiderable Party in the Land ( for what end chemſclves know beſt ) in. 


which many are confirmed, not only from their high expreſſions of the ge- 
nerality of the Godly joining withthem, and chat the Subſcribers were 
but delepats (ina fort ) inthe name of many ; but from their praftiſes, 
for whereas themſelves often complained of a fin in taking men hand over 
head to the Covenant, yet it is known what. induſtry was uſed in getting, 
hands to this Proteltation of all ſorts of People ( ſome whereof will hardly. 
abide a trial], and many could little diſcern the Controverhe wherein they. 
embarqued them ) and what eftimatisn they have of all who joyn inir,. 
who, were they againſt them; might expec leſſe charity, and what indus. 
ſtry they uſe to blalt cheir reputation,who differ from them, though other-, 
wiſe by grace they are what they are. However I ſh.ll deſire that ſuch as. 
minde Truth and Peace, and. whodelire in ſobriety to follow the wayes 
thereof, would take notice of ſome few things in this Debate allo. 
OBsER, 1. It needs not be thought ſtrange that this Kirk be very un-. 
willing to trave her ſupream- Judicatories- caſt looſe and overturned at the 
pleaſure of any Party w.10 pleaſe to Proteſt againſt them ; for as Aſſem-. 
blies are an Ordinance of God and acknowledged generally to be the fove-, 
raign remedy: of Church differences, and a bleſſed mean for preſerving, 
Truth and Unity ; ſo many of the faithfull Servants of Gop, who had. 
knownin experience the prejudice ſuſtained by the Kirk of Scor/and, while, 
ſhe was deprived of them, ard what a mercy it was eſteemed to recover, 
that Liberty, could not but look on their Brethrens way as on a fad ſtroke,. 
25-nowing that all things could not but then rua in confuſion, . as they. had. 
done before, andghe event hath proven, ſince the Proteſtation ; and that. 
however their Brethren Proteſted againſt an individuall Aﬀembly only, 
yet there was no way-to fatisfie them with 'any Generall Aſſembly, ler 
Preſbyterics chooſe never ſo off, till they got one to their mind; Theſs, 
things zre of ſuch concernment as it may truly be ſaid, any difference in 
jadgment might have been comported with, if they would have keeped 
the Judicatories intire, and not have cait all cheſe in ſuch a confuſion : As 
for our Brethren,as I will not judge many of them, of being intentionally 
unfriends- to the Government of this Kirk : yet.1t is 89. goncer ſuch a 
courſe did go well on-among them, conſidering what was atching among 
ſome of them, of a defection from this Kirk, who yet in their firſt Prote- 


Nation profeſſed the contrary. What further projects ſome of them =_ in 
I | clieif. 


i. {OR cg 
their minde ( as in part appeares ) which a ſetled Kirk Government 
might have given a demurre unto ; And conſidering that theſe who ap- 
pear at that Proteſtation, were ( ſome few excepred ) neither Profeſ- 
Jours, nor Miniſters, yea many-not men in the time when this Kirk ſufle- 
| red under Prelates through want of Aſſemblies, and therefore could not'4 
| be ſo ſenſible of che danger of laying them by. | 

OzB5$8K, 2. Though ſome who are againſt the Aſſembly do very of- 
ten give out themſelves, as only beſt acquainted with che old Ad of this 
| Kirk, yet to this day they have not made out any preſident for their pra- 
Rice, nor cleared themſelves of following a courſe unparalellable in this 
| Kirk : They may find indeed Proteſtations againit Acts of Aſſemblies, and 


Proteſtations againſt the Civil Magiſtrates encroachments upon the Liber- 

berties of the Kirk ; but, to Proteſt ag1inſt the conſticution of an Aſſem- 

bly, is unuſuall, This Kirk, being wronged by pretended Aﬀemblies, did, 

when ſhe got a free Aſſembly, condemn and reje& them, and ſoleft 

another in rheir place to avoid confuſion, which cannot be eſchewed in 

-our Brethrens way. It were little to be regrated if a free Aſſembly ſhould 

condemn never ſo many before, for ſtill the Kirk ſhould be in poſſeſſion of 

her Rights, but this is complained of as inuſuall and a nurſery of all confu- 

[I Fon, for private men to overturn a Judicatory, and leave us there during 
| their pleaſure. The onely inſtance they prod: ce is Mr John Davidſons 
| Proteſtation »gainſt the Aſſembly at Dandee, in March, 1597. which yet 
will make ncthing to their purpoſe. The true Story of itis / as is left on 

record by Mr David Calderwood, an impartiall Obſerver of the paſſages 

of thoſe times) that when the Aſſembly proceeded to approve of Mini- 
ſters ro be Commiſſioners in Parliament, in name of the Kirk, Mr fohz 
David(on did Protelt againſt the proceedings in that Aſſembly , becauſe 
*3t had not the Priviledges of a free Aflembly permitted to it, but was over- 
powered ani overawed by the K1nG: fothat the faid Mr Johz was not 
permitted to ſpeak his mind in the Aſſembly, the lawfull Commiſſioners 
were diſcharged by publike Proclamation, and particularly Mr eAndro 
Melvill and Mr John Fohnſtoun were charged to remove themſelves off 
| the Town, before the King would ſuffer any thins to be done, xs is con- 
tained in the ſaid Proteſtation and Hiſtory of the Kirk. This is far different 
from our Brethrens way ; for he Proteſted chiefly againſt an aR, that did 
overturn the Government of the Kirk, they upon a Queſtion extrinſecall 
to our DoArine, Worſhip or Government, and that before the Aſſem- 

\ bly bad concluded any thing init : His Proteſtution was chiefly againſt the 
AQ, not the conſtirutionz the unfreedom of the Allembly being only gt- 
ven 454 reaſon offus ProteRation, and declared unfree, not fo.much in 
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the point of conſtitution asthat it was overpowered : Their Proteſtation- 
3s chiefly againſt che conſticution, declaring it'null.co all effeAs; But the- 


afrer carriage, as it is recorded in the Hiſtory, will make the differencey er 
more clear, For as, before he gave it in, it was thought inexpedient that 
any ſhould ſubſcribe it but himſelf, ſo when divers well affeted Miriſters, 
who left that Aſſembly with him, did joyn wich him in ſubſcribing thar 
Proteſtation, - when he was landed on this {ide of the Ferry of Dundee, yet 
when they came to S, Andrews to Mr Azdro Melviil andothers, it was 
concluded that they ſhould cut off the natnes -and burn them ia-the fre, 
chat ſo they might avoid a Schifm. Had our brethrentraced theſe paths of 
ſobriety and prudence, the Proteſting of ſome few of them ( though of a 


ſtrain far beyond his ) had been more tollerable :. but when they are con»+ 


cent with no leſſe then making of Parties, engaging multitudes of weil af- 
teRted men and others to joinin their Pcoteſtation, appointiog extrajudi- 
ciall meetings for that effeR, pretending to the power of an expired Com- 
miſſion {whereof yet thoſe of ckeir number are but the minor part by far ) 
keeping of ſeparate Faſts, refuſing to join with their Brethren, in their 
Humiliation; and-many fuch pauſes ; Who can look .upon that, but as a 
praciſe-as-unparalelled, as it is1njuſtifiable in it ſelf, 

It will yer further appear, that that Prcoteſtation was at no time looked 
ons being againſt che conftitution of that Aﬀſembly, in that not only the 
faichtull M nilters of that. time acknowledged chat Aſſembly, and gave 
obedience to fuch lawfull Ads as were made therein, as /.Rs of Aﬀem- - 
Blies, and particularly Mr Robert Bruce, in the time of his triall abour 
Impofition of hands, after that Aſſembly, took Inſtruments that he was: 
willing to obey the Ac made ir that Aſſembly anent planting of Eain- 
64rgh : But it will be more clear if we conſider what is-faid in that Paper 
of the Lord Wariftouns, Printed in the Nwllity; pag. 12. that by this 
legall mean of Proteſtationthe Lo p-preſerved this Kirk from a total back- 
flidins c>c. as at other times, fo alſo betwixt 1597. ( at which time this 
was givenin) and 1638. . Now if the corruption of the conſtitution of 
Generall Aſſemblies be one: of the chief cauſes of our evills, ( as our Bre. 
thren Aﬀert in their Proteſtation, from the Act of the Aflembly, .1639. ) 
and if Mr Dawidſons Proteſtation were apainlt the.conſtirution of that A- 
ſembly, it will clearly follow that that defeion and wrath, due for it, 15 
yet lying on and not removed by the- Aſſembly, 1638. Burt itis clear that 
this whole Kirk, in the Aſſembly at G14a/gow, did not judge that Prote-= 
{ation-to be againſt the Conititution, and therefore never made-uſe of ir 
for that end when they condemned other corcupt Aſſemblies : but on the 


contrary, however they condemned. the -civil. places . and .power of Kirk . 


men 


IA 
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which the Proteſtation was, -and by which Proteſiation the Aſſembly en- 
tered Heirs to the wanted Intereſtsof rhe Church of Scorland, as is faid in 
the forementioned Paper ) yet the ſame Aſſembly makes uſe of other 
Ads concluded there, and revives themas other Acts of lawfull Aſem- 
dlies ; Witnefle 'the Att cited in'the ſecond Reaſon agamſiibe pretended 
Afembly at:Zithrow; and Reaſon 5,6. againſt the pretended Abembly at 
Porth, and that AR '(:cited pag:21. ofthe Printed Actsof the Afcembly 
at Glaſgow!) for monerhly controverted heads, Nor needs it {tumble any 
that that AR is Printed to have been madein the Aﬀembly,t5 98: for indeed 
that Allembly which beg on 2arch7. after our old way of account 
(which, till +600. began not che year 0n Fauwary. t, but-on March 25. } 
was in Anno-1-597, bat. according to the new .account was tn 1598 ; And 
therefore is indiffereniy ſaid to bein the'one or other -year , and particu- 
ly in the Hiſtory written ſince the 'Change, is teckoned-to bein 1598. 
Howeveral) that know'our Hiſtory, and Records of the: Kuk, Know it was 
the (zeme Aſſembly that made that AR, andthat we had noother Aſem- 
dly'm Anno 1598, nor till chat at Aforroſſe, Anno 1600. 

Oz$8R, 3. Iti$tobe-regrared that asour Brethrenbefore the Aſſem- 
bly at Saint «Audrewes and Dundee had ſo pack:d their bufineſle , as thar 
'eidherthe Allembly, inſuch a junQure of time, muſbexamine ſo-many ſcore 
of eets'of Parver upon the debate , as could not have been ſcanned ro-pur- 
Poſe,and as is ujuall in our Afſemblies for many moneths ; Or elle they 
ſhould be no lawfull Aſſembly (as they infer from this, in-one of their rea- 
ſons) fo afterthe Aſſembly they have followed the ſame Method in pub- 
liſhing to the World a large book in defence of their cauſe , ſo that if any 
ſhould undertake to anſwer it , he ſhould be ſure-nor only to trouble him- 
ſelf and waſte much precioustime , but the World alſo in- writing of vo- 
lumes,or elie be repute to have yeelded all he anſwers not. Beſides, they' 
have filled their book with ſtories of matter of fact ( of which the minor of 
all their arguments conſiſts ) which as no one man canknow , fo far leile 
can people build any certainty upon them , unleſſe they wiltrake them 


upon truſt from the writers : for however it be known that in many of the 


ſtories , the Truth of the matter is miſtaken, and in ſome of them half 


tales of truth are ſer down, to make the reit paſſecurrent ; yerit their 
Narration be contradicted , how ſhall that clear the reader who fhall have | 


no more but he ſaid,and he denied,ro walk upon in a Cauſe which our Bre- 
thren make to be of ſuch importarce ?- Shall they implicitly believe reports: 
as they affe & the Perſon of the reporters? But that is an unſafe rule, or 
ſhall they, or any, delireto- have the truth (ifred out? | Bur who ſhall be 
C 23 . Judge# 


Hen (and fo infred made uþ the Breach, which. beun then, and againſt 
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zndge > Fot our Brethren have already made that ſure, not to a&mt-of ary 
judge but that which they pleaſe. As they had ſmall cauſe 'in the judge» 
ment of many to have brought char debate in Print, when -nothing was 
Printed againſt theminit; ſo they would confider.whether they have 
walked ina fair way, or uſfull for people in their book. : 

OB5$ER. 4. Our Brethren would alſo conſider that their Papers ſtrike 
further againſt the Kirk of Scor/and,. then by overturning the conſtituti. 
on of that Aſſembly only, for their chief reaſon againſt the conſtitution ta- 
ken from the Commiſſions Letter to Presbyteries which they {o much in- 
fiſt on, if it have any force at all, as overſweying Presbyteries in the matter 
of EleRtion ( in which caſe only it can (trike againſt the Aſſembly ) doth 
not only make null the Aſſembly , but concludes all or moſt part of the 
Presbyteries in Scor/ayd under perjurie, and to be betrayers of the Liber- 
ries of the Kirk, inyeelding to the defire in the Commiſſions Letter, which 
isan heavy charge, and not to be given ſo raſhly againſt a National Kirk, 
and ſo many faithfull and eminent Miniſters therein, Withall, what ever 
influence that Letter had, put the caſe other then indeed it was, it could 
prejudge the Commiſſioners , no further then in the matter of the Reſo- 
{utions to which it relates, and conſequently could not make the Aﬀſem- 
bly null in it ſelf and to 3ll effeds. 

OBsE. 5. Sad experience (although we had no other School-maſter) 
may teach , and all will grant, that to make a Rent and Schiſme in a Kirk 
is a great (in, and of dangerous conſequence ; and all the conſequences that 
we ſee do follow upon it in this ſad time,or may follow on it hereafter, will 
lie at your door who make the Rent. Now our Brethren would feriouſly 
ponder how far they are acceſlorie to, and how much aQtve in this Schiſm: 
I know they will labour to clear themſelves of it, by charging the Schiſme 
on thoſe who have made a defection, and on that part of the wall of the 
houſe which hath fallen from the ſtanding part of it : To which ( leaving 
the Queſtion, where the right or wrong is tn the Point of debate ) I ſhall 
only! Anſwer, that, in the matter of Schiſm, ic may oftentimes fall out that 
the Error may be on the one fide,and yet they who make a Rent, becauſe of 
chat Error,may be guilty of the Schiſme ; as when the fault for which they 
Rent isa true faulr, yer not relevant, nor of weight to found a Schiſme, or 
when che Schiſme upon a weighty cauſe is caried on ina ſudden and heady 
way , as is learnedly cleared by M. Bri#ſley in his arraignment of Schiſm, 
p28. 24+ 25. Now ſuppoling the Judicatories to have beeninan Errorin 
the point in Queſtion, ſhall chat juſtiſie their Renting of the Kirk aſunder? 
 whenthe Queltionrelates neither properly to our Doctrine, Worſhip, nor 

-Governmenc , and when theſe who are ſtumbled are not erforced take 
adive in the matter , but only .( having given their teſtimony) to be 
| peaceable 


. 
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poaceable and forbear the debate for Peaces fake ? ſhall no feſſe. then pre- 
ſent diſmembering be uſed to cure our ulcers, ſuppoſe they were fo ? I pur 
it. out of all Queſtion , that fo long 3s the Kirk of Scor/and remains a true 
Church in a morall ſenſe, thisis not the Method of curing her, to ſeparate 
from her in her Judicatories: And if they look on the matter of the Reſo- 
lutions, as of ſuch moment that it is not enough to teſtifie againſt them, but 
they mult ſeparate from an Aſſembly, becauſe of them ( as our Brerthrens 
late Papers endayour to evince ) I ſee not why they ſhoul not ſeparate 
from Presbyteries , Synods, yea and publick Worthiping of God, with- 
theſe who maintain theſe Reſolutions , for in all of thele caſes, they do-but 
Jaine with them in a lawfull duty whom they judge to be wrong in ſome 
other things,and why wil chey not do ſo mucit with an Aſſembly? for many | 
Presbyreries and Synods , yea and private Miniſters and Profeſſors , with 
whom they joirie in their reſpeRtive Relations, have done as much in re- 
lition to theſe Reſolutions in their capacities , as the Aſſembly hath done 
intheirs. And therefore it.is wiſhed and deſired , chat our Brethren 1zy- 
ing aſide thoughts of irritations given, or of relevant cauſes of their Rent, 
would relt fatished with their teſtimonies , and free themſelves of the ſad. 
conſequences of ſuch a Schiſme. 

_OBn$ER+6. Iris looked on as a ſtrange caſe by impartiall obſervers of+ 
our differences, that our Brethren , many of them did finde in cheir conſci- 
ences. tO {it for a while in the Aſſembly at S. Andrews for Peace ſake , 
(though with a Proteffation to expreſſe chemſelves further if they found- 
cauſe ) to concurre in the conſtitution, fir as Members, and actin their ca- 
pacities, both in the Aſſembly and in Committees; And yer the ver» night - 
that a conſiderable part of the Forces of the Covntrey were beaten, they 
came-in with a Proteſtation againſt the- Conſtiturion of the Aſſembly : 
and never ſince can find in their Conſciences to condeſcend to acknowledge. 
that Aſſembly for Peace ſake. This hath bin ſeconded with other practiſes. 
of. the like nature ; for ſome Brethren, who when Humiliations were en- 
Joyned by the Judicatories, joyned in them as comming from the Presby=. 
reries to them , are now come the length that they cannot jovne in- 
chem on any tearms ; I ſhall only fay this to it : If they walked upen: 
grounds of Conſcience in their hiſt firting ; how comes it chat Conſcience. 
now cannot on any tearms away with that Aſlembly ? that there can be- 
no trylting, vnleſſe that Authority be laid afide ? If it be matter of Con-. 
ſcience now to much to diſciaime that Authority, it was no letfe Conſcience; 
before, when they acknowledged and fate in the Aſſembly, and yer all or. 
the moſt materiall of their exceptions were in readinefſe and well known 
yea, many Members of the Aſſembly , who has. now joyned-in the Pro- 


Lie: | 
geſtation, 
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teftation, did then expreſly refaſe to concurre when it was given in, tiff 
the face of affaires were more fullyalrered. Bur if they ſhall take with 
it a5 an infirmity and (in ro have acknowledged the Aſſembly at all; as I 
ſlatl be far from being againſt mens taking with'and repenting of reall 
guile, ſo Iſhall deſire, that under that cover they do nor proſtitute their 
own integrity, and give not men occaſion to think , they can be bound by 
no praQtife or way of theirs, when they ſhall begin to think they have 
ſinned init - By this means, if we were agreed to day they might break 
off to morrow. 

OB$#R. 7. It would be conſidered, rhat as our Brethrens way is fingu- 
lar in this Kirk , ſo are their reaſons of cheir Proteſtation alſo, for who ſhall 
compare them with the grounds whereupon the Aſſembly at Glaſgow 
1638. did condemn the corrupt Aﬀemblies , will finde them of a quite 
different ſtrain, and will finde their reaſons co homologat better with the 
Proteſtation of the Remonſtrants at Dore, who , if the civill Magiſtrate 
had allowed them the indulgence which our Brethren enjoy , would have 
aid as much for themſelves as onr Brethren ſay, to make the caſes different; 
And particularly, our Brethren: would remember that the Afﬀembly ar 
Glaſgow did finde the Prelats exception in their declinator , that the Afſ- 
ſembly was Judge and Party, to be irrelevant, even when the Prelates were 
Cited £0 it, and fo could have no power in the Aſſembly ; and how muck 
leſle cauſe have they to plead that exception, when in the Aſſembly at 
S. Andrews and Dnndee, many of the greateſt Diſſenters were both cho- 
ſenand admitted members, and for the laſt Aſſembly, they were ſo far 
from being cited, that ( without urging any prelimitations againſt them ) 
they were called to be Judges and their Preſbyteries willing to eleA them 
as well as others, and yet they refuſed to chooſe or be choſen, whereby if 
any thing were miſcarried, the guilt will ly at their door who ſhould and 
might have been there and would nor. 

OB$SER, 8. It needs not be thought ſtrange that the Aſſembly could 
not condiſcend not co conſtitute themſelves in an Aſſembly ; for they jud- 
ged themſelves bonnd to keep up the Poſeſſion of yearly Generall Aſsem- 
blies, and to provide that prorogations did not at laſt end inno diet at all, 
as was pradently marked in the Anſwer to the Biſhops Declinator, pag.17. 
and they could nor but ſee that if they had harkned to their Brethren and 
quitted che poſseſſion and indiction, they had upon the matter caſt all Af- 
ſemblies looſe, for all the remedie that could be imagined for attaining ta 
an Afsembly, or which our Brethren could propoſe was to appoint and keep 
an Aſſembly by the conſent of Preſbyteries, which as Ideny not to be in 
the intrinfecall power of Presbyteries, ſo in our Caſe it was as good as 


nothing: 


nothing ; for it would be remembred chat, by the civil Law of the Land, 
this Kirk bach abſoluce power of keeping yearly Generall Aſſemblies, the 
latter by Indiion of the former, without needing ro interpoſe with any : 
bur in - & matter of occalionall Aſſemblies, even when a Commiſſion hath 
power to call one pro re »at4, the Kirk is bound to Remonſirate the ne- 
celliry thereof co the ſupream Magiſtrate by humble-Supplication, asis clear 
from Aſſembly 1639. Now any may eaſily judge how impoſſible and in- 
convenient it was to perform that condition in the confuſion affaires were 
in at that time. Again, ſuch an Aſſembly could not have been unleſle all 
Presbyteries had conſented : now what aGurance had they that our Bre- 
thren would ever conſent to join with the reſt without borh prelimitations 
and preingagements ? Or what if other Presby teries had refuſed to join 
becauſe they had quited a former legal! IndiQtion {( as for any thing the 
Kirk of Scot/and had determined ) or on ſome other cauſe ? Was not this 
clearly to hazard the loſs of all A4fsemblies, and to put the Kirk in anon- 
entry and out of poſe(ſion of her rights, which ſhe injoyed by the Law of 
the Land, as well as by the Law of Gop ? And, for maintenance whereof 
in the Year 160s, the faithfull Servants of Cxr1sT endured impriſonment, 
tondemnation as Traitors, and Exile from their Native Countrey : and 
whereas it is frequent in the mout hs of many,that the late Afrembly might 
have adjourned, before conſtituting themſelves, wirhout loſing pobeflion, 
as a thing uſaall in the Kirk of Scor/and fo to do, or to fall on Queſtions 
concerning their conſtitution before they conſtitute themſelves. 1 anſwer, 
that, when ſuch praQicks are produced, they ſhall be conſidered : mean 
time we find chat the Aſsembly 1641. did not adjourn from St Andrews 
to Edinburgh, before they were conſtituted, and by A had appointed 
Mr And. Ramſay Moderator for a time, as appears from the Index of the 
Unprinted Ads: we find indeed inthe Hiſtory of the Kirk, that in Fe 
bruary 1597, ( or 1596. after the old account ) the Presbyteries being 
called by the King ro ſend ſome of cheir number to Peyth, to bring the Go- 
vernment of the Kirk in queſtion and debate : after Commiſſioners had 
met diverſe dxyes and were corrupted by the Court, they did aſsume to 
themſelves the power and authority of a Generall Aſsembly, notwithſtan- 
ding many of their Commilſions was expreſs not to meer ina Generall Af(- 
ſembly, nor to acknowledge that meeting to be a lawfull GeneralF Aſsem. 
bly, as not being lawfully Indited, nor yer to reaſon and queſtionthe 
eltabliſhed Policy of the Kirk, which no Precbyrery could give Commiſſon 
. todo; and notwithſtznding many Commiſſioners preſent did Protelt a- 
gainltir; As alſo long before,ſome few men did meet at Lieth without any 
dppointment or indition from a former Afkembly, and made themſelves. . 
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obtrude ſuch praftiſes as warrantable and regular precedents to «ſt looſe 
Aſesmblies, when Commiſſioners are choſen for that effe&t, whenſo many 
are waiting to improve ſuch an advantage and there was no meeting could 
propone Overtures of peace, which could be effeuall, but an Abembly? 
OB5$ER. 9. Our Brethren, and all who fear God, and love the peace 
of Jeruſalem in this Land, would ſericuſly conſider the fad conſequences of 


this way of Proteftation, both in reſpect of themſelves, of the People and: 


of the Work of Reformation, | 
Fi:ſt, In reſpeR of themſelves, in Proteſting againſt the conſticution of 


the Aſsembly, they caſt theraſelves upoa a neceſſity of not joining in moſt 
necebary and lawfull duties, which the {{embly ſhall injoine. Experi- 


ence teacheth that, when the A{sembly fhall appoint Humiliations for ne-- 


ver ſo nece5ary and clear Cauſes, yet they will not join in it, and it is fair 
if they abſtain from condemning of it : which, as it cannot but cauſe a fear- 
ful ſcandall in the Kirk, ſo T hope every impartial judgment wil condeſcend, 
when they look-.upon it,. that it is a dangerous thing to brangle the autho- 
rity of ſupream Judicatories, which drawerh ſuch an effte& with it. 


Secondly, As for the people, it would be conſidered that, by occaſion 


of this Proteſtation and Rent, 1. The generality are turned looſe and in 
perill of Atheiſm, becauſe of che difagreement among Miniſters. 2. The 
Remedy of Charch Diſcipline is made ineffeAuall, to reſtrain the increaſe 
of error amongſt us, while fach a Gape is made inthe Hedge. 3. They 
do embarque many ſimple men with them againſt che Alsembly, and make 
it ſo odious, as they tempt them at laſt to turn over to error and renounce 
our Kirk Government and all Afcemblies. 4. Peophkes minds are ſo ſet pon 
this thorny queſtion, (wherein they are lictle able to diſcern or determine) 


that all who are againſt them are branded and hated as Malignants, Apo-- 
ſtates, &c. and the Miniftry of godly men made ineffeAuall to people, yea- 


and almoſt all Religion placed by many in theſe things; 5. Piety is exp9- 
ſed to contempt and hatred, inthe eyes of naturall men, when they ſee 
men, under that name, ſo unorderly, and make ſuch a ſtirre upon ſuch 
a queſtion, which they cannut but look on as-a contending for rule : if not 
driving on a further Celign. 

Thirdly, As for the Work.of Reformation, 1. Our Brethren would 
remember that their ſo exaRt Criticiſms upon that Aſcemblie doth Fur 
learn men a way to quarrell and caſt all Afemblies- that have been in this 


Kirk ; for what ever they ſay of the Letter of the Commiſſion 1651. if. 


ether men were as ſtout in their own Cauſe as our Brethren, . are in taking 


ſentences in their own fayour, they might ſay-as much of the —— : 


an Afembly of the Kirk of Scotland ; But is it candide or fair dealing ts 
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AR, fue 5. 1648. and fo of many other particulars. 2. May not ill af- 
fected men take occaſion to fay, that we mult haye Prelates again to keep 
us in order, fince we cannot agree amongſt our ſelves, and fince the Su- 

ream Judicatories cannot determine our differences > Not only that Af- 
embly,againſt which they firſt proteſted, but the other following, wherein 
there was no prelimitations could be alledged, mult be rejeRed becauſe in- 
diced by the former. 3. Our Brethren have led a preparative forany 
partie that ſhall have the concurrence or convenience of civil power to ex- 
empt themſelves from all cognition or Cenſure by Judicatories ; For may 
not they proteſt againſt chem, and then judge of their own Proteſtation, 
and, if they pleaſe, ſit down inthe Judges room, as our Brethren have af- 
ſayed to do? Did not the depoſed Miniſters, who combined in 2 Supplica- 
tion and verball Proteſtation, at the laſt Aſſembly, trace their footſteps; 
and if our Brethren were ſet in full poſſeſſion of Church power, if any 
partie ſhould pleaſe to break our and meaſure unto them as they have met- 
redunto others , what could our Brethren ſay unto them ? If they ſhould 
alledge that ſuch Dividers had a wrong Caule, my could eafily anſwer 
them,that they would no more be judged by them, then themſelves would 
be judged by others, who accounted them wrong : nor could our Bre- 
threns findimg themſelves to have power, prevail againſt them who would 
judge of their own Cauſe, and the Judge roo, as our Brethren have drawn 
the Copie , and now by this any impartiall Obſerver may ſee in what caſe 
Church Government is in by our Brethrens way. 

OBsE, 10. Itis hoped, theſe things being ſeriouſly thought upon, 
laying aſide paſſion, prejudice and Intereſts, will move the godly and ſo- 
ber to hearken unto the Aſſemblies offer of peace concerning the Prote- 
ſtation. Had they enjoined any acknowledgment of offence to be made by 
the Proteſters before” they were received, or had they injoined them to 
renounce their judgment, or elſe there were no hope of peace, there might 
have been ſome colour of exception. But when all they require, is that, 
what ever their judgments be,yet out of love to peace they will paſſe from 
the Proteſtation that it may not ſtand as a Legall Bar of Union, nor as2 
legall ground, whereupon being united, they may overturn all again, and 
when, upon doing this, they are free from all Cenſures or Cenſurableneſſe, 
and as free for ating in all their capacities as any in the Kirk of Scotland, 
I ſee nor what can be the cauſe of their refuſing it, unleſſe they intend a 
Cataſtrophe, and ro new mould the Kirk of Scor/and according to their 
principles, and bring all who have bin againſt them, good and bad, under 
their power as Delinquents, which, whether it low from a peaceable dif- 
polition,all unbyafſed men and after ages. _ judge,and Ihope the Lox p 
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in mercy will dear. Pat aluredl will 4, found but ſmall ſervice to Chriſt 
and the ſouls of People, ro-ingapge the honeſt and ſimple minds of many in 
ſuch a Controverſie, which, as they manage ir, hath ſo litcle divinity in ir, 
Their Major being matter of Conſticutions, and their Minor matter of fa, 
the Concluſion mult follow the nature of the premiſles. 


Ht ap JILL Albeit ſo violent debates.in a matter of Controverſy, and 
a Proteſtation overturning the Supream Judicatory of the Kirk, were ſuf- 
ficient to put a Kirk in a miſerable-condition, yer our Confuſions have noe 
Ainted here. Our Brethren, not contented to have piven their teſtimo= 
nies, and ro have Protelted againſt the Aſſembly, and ſubmitted ro what 
the Lox Þ, in his providence, might call them to-ſuffer, have turned head 
again, and, with great ſedulity and diligence, have: laboured ro proſecute 
their Work, and for this end have appointed many extrajudiciallmeetings, 
for Confeſſions and Prayer ; feparate from the relt of their Brethren,emir- 
ted teſtimonies in relation to the dangers of the time ; ſet about purging of 
Kirks and Elderſhips where they have power ; publiſhed Cauſes of Gops 
Wrath again(t the Land ; kept ſeparate publick Falts, refuſins to join in 
theſe enjoined by the Judicatortes z divided Preſbyteries; ſet up and endea« 
vouredto keep up a Commiſſton as from the Aſſembly, 1650. and follow- 
ed many other courſes, which are tedious to rehearſe. And thecefore, 
how ever thoſe things for the ſubſtance have been hinted at. formerly, yer, 
for further clearing of cheir way. in. this , Lſhall. adde yet a few Confides 
rations. 

OBSER. 1. There is none that carrimpartially ſook on theſe and other 
of our Brethrens wayes, but they will clearly perceive in them a ſtudied 
Schiſm, and a deſign to draw a Party,chat they may be conſiderable. The 
reeling and inſtability of diverſe of that way gives ground of jealoufie whe- 
ther the whole defign tends. When men. conſider { beſide what is for- 
merly mentioned ) the fedulous dealing and iaculcating of their way upen 
the weaker ſort ( which Barrovghs in his [renicum, pag. 83, doth much 
condemn-) their traducing and{tudving one way or other to defame and 
blaſt all that are againſithem, and for chis end raifing and ſpreading. Stories 
and miſreports of chem,. while as they haye late Malignants in eſtimaticn- 
oreat enongh, if they be of their opinion; keeping of Faſts in their Con- 
«regations0n week dayes for-commen Cauſes of. their own appointing, 
when as the Judicatories ( rhought willing as formerly te ſet apart dayes 
for that end) have avoidedir, andappointed Faſts on the Sabbath,where- 
in all come to publick Worſhip, that our ſcandalous rupture -might not ap- 
pear about ſych a duty, aSit hath appeared. by their Faſting onthe _ 
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dry, When their neighbonr Congregation, or many'in the ſame Congre- 
gation (as italls out among our Brethren) are at their work ; and their 
ſeparating from the publick Faſts enjoined by unqueltionable authorite, 
Witneſſe their keeping a ſeparate Congregation in Edinburgh ( which was 
the firſt was known there ) when the Kirk there keeped a Faſt appointed 
by the Synod, becauſe of our calamities, diviſions and contempt of the Go- 
ſpel. Ifay, when men conſider theſe things done in a Nationall Kirk, un- 
lefe they will put out their eyes, they mult ſee a ſtudied and endeavoured 
Schiſm, which yet I would be far from ch:rging upon ail, as. knowirg that 
many g0-0n inthe ſimplicity of their hearts, but certainly there mult be 
ſome primum mobile in all this,, that would drive further then every one 
obſerves, and 1 wiſh-it were obſerved, how ſinfull. and dangerous it is to 
embarque in ſuch a Cauſe. | | 

O»5$ER. 2. Albeit many things our Brethren do, as Faſting ,. Prayer, 
purging our of ſcandalous Miniſters, extrajudicial Meetings, giving of Teſti» 
monies, cc. were all good and commendable in themſelves ; and it is much 
deſired, that the fruits of their diligerce in ſeeking God might appear 
more in their ſobriety of ſpirit and love to Peace : Yet, 1. ſhall nor all 
thoſe things be ſo much the more odious, if under fo fair a Maska deligne 
be caried on? 2. Kit not ſcandalous to do even good things ina divilive 
way : whereas it were their duty to endeavour by their preſence and con- 
junction, to have right things done in an orderly way ? 

Oz$ER.3. As for their publick Meetings, Iwould gladly deſire to 
know of what nature they are, for if they be the generality of the Godly 
heir number is but few , to-make out ſuch an aſſertion, if chey bedelegar 
fromthem,they would dowel toclear that they have Power from them,or 
that private Miniſters or Profeſſours have power to give to ary to judge in 
ſuch matters, as they fall upon,inſuch a way as they do ; Or that an extra- 
judiciall meeting hath power to conſult or determine on the ſetting up of a 
Commiſſion to rule the whole Kirk,& all cheinferior Judicatoriesin mitters 


ntruſted to them. Wirhall, it is thought ftrahge that they give equall voices 


to Miniſters, Elders, Expe&ants and privat perſons who jun with them in 
their meetings;*nd however, I believe that Miniſters may be edificd by the 
Sifrs and graces of privat men in aprivat way, yet Ibelieve that it is 2 new 
way inthe Kirk of Sror/4az4,8& all Reformed Kirks, that in fo publick Meer- 
ings as theirs are, Ruling Elders & private Perſons ſhould be called publick. 
ly ro Pray amongſt chem, this ſmels much of they way of Independertg. 

OBsSER.4. As forthzir pretending to the Commither: 1650. albeit ir 
do nor now meet, yet there is reaſon to-ſpeak to it, confidering that they 
diLfitinit, andasa Commiſſion have emitted Cauſes of GODS wrath / 
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aSainſt the Lind, and anſwered the Synod of Zathians defire in Novem! 
ber, or December 1651. that they have adjourned it from time to time, 
and it is not known how ſoon they may find the times ſo-for them as to ſer 
it up Fain, and therefore it would be ſeriouſly conſidered, 

1. That if any thing can be, this is an vſurpation upon the Liberties of 
the Kirk , for men choſen with a delegate power till the next Aſſembly, 
when the time of it comes to caſt the Aſſembly and judge their own deed 
that it is well donegand fit ſtill in the Chair; As they have now Proteſted 
againſt two Aſſemblies , and kept their power for near three years ; may 
they not do the like for twenty years ? yea as long as ſeventeen or ninteen 
of them ( which makesa 2zormm) are alive, andthe Kirk of Scotland 
never have an Aſſembly to call them to an account 2 This were indeed to 
make men perpetuall Biſhups, and thrall the whole Kirk to the will of few; 
withall it cannot but be l6oked on as a great ufurpation, that ſome of them 
being ſuppoſed guilty and accountable to the Generall Aſſembly for it,they 
ſhould caſt the Judicatorie and fit downin their place. 

2. It is not unknown that there can be no Judge competent of the Nullity 
of aGeneral Aſſembly ,bur another General Aſſembly: & therefore it mutt 
be an uſurpation in them to ſet up a Commiſſion having power to a obli- 
atorly to the whole Kirk , upon the ſuppoſed Nullicie of the Aſſembly, 
while 3sthe Kirk hath not condemned it, but on the contrary, by chooſs 
ing Commiſſioners to the laſt Aſſembly (excepting where they had power) 
did acknowledge the ſame, and the former which indiRted it , and many 
of thoſe who did not come, did, by their Letters to the Aſſembly, declare 
they were not againſt the authoritie of the Aſſembly at S. Andrews and 
D#xdee, as the Letters of the whole Synod of Damfreis will teſtifie. 

3. Itis yet more conſiderable, that the moſt part of the Commiſſion 
1650. gave up their Commiſſion to the Aſſembly, 1651. as diverſe of the 
Proteſters alſo did by concurring in the Conſtitution of that Aſſembly ; 
and yet a minor part of that Commiſſion would ſtill uſurpe the Power, 
for if the plurality of that Commiſſion would meer, our Brethren would 
yet loſſe the Cauſe, and ſhall they take a negative voice, not only over the 
Aﬀembly, but even over their fellow Commiſſioners. 

4. Oar Brethren would conſider, that by their emiſſions as from that 
Commilſion, wherein (as hath bin ſaid ) they condemn all the Refſoluti- 
ons of Kirk and State , they make this Kirk infamous, and an obje& of 
hatred to all reformed Kirks, while as they do pretend to have the ſu- 
pream power for preſent, and give out themſelves as the only men who 
adhere to the principles of the Kirk of Scotland , do make null and void 
all the publick tranſaRionsconcluded in che view of the World , and con» 
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demn the eonffaht tenof df wed na > and Concluſions, and fo 
upon the matter confirm much of thar which malicious enemies ſaid of us 


in the beginning and progrelle of Refortnarion. 
On5s.5. Asto the matter of their teſtimonies againſtthe preſent ills ofthe 
time ; Iſhall only fay thus further , I wifhthey be full teſtimonies, and 
for all the Articles of the-Covenant ;. and that their teſtimonies and other 
Papers did not contain as ample a Declaration and aſſurance that they are 
as looſe in ſome of them , {[ which yet are like to prove the ſharpeſt try- 
alls of the time ) if they had their will in-other things, as they do a 
teſtimonie of fixedneile in other Articles , and it doth not want ſome 
myſterie,that when a joint and full teſtimonie was deſired to be given, 
laying a{ide our own differences , yet is was ſhifred and waved. 
OB$8R.6. Asto the Paper containing the ſins of the Miniſterie ; I de- 
ſire not ( and I hope deſerve not) to be judged as one that would plead 
Miniſters innocencie , or exempt them from Cs band in the provoca- 
tions of the time , or from a neceſſity of mourning for their own provoca- 
tions ; * Yet I mult crave leave to tell our Brethren :- 1. That it is not fair, 
when they have confeffed theſe ſins of-themſelves, tro charge them in gene- 
rall on the Miniltrie of Scer/a2d , or on any others beſide themſelves in 
{0 publicka way, nor is it fair for private men ( though Miniſters) to 
judge {6 of others. 2. What ever they fay in their Preface , yet many do 
think that ſuch a Paper doth very much contribute to the grand deligne of 
the time, which is to overthrow a Miniſtry and Ordinances : For that Pa» 
per doth either contain their groſſe faulrs and wickedneſles, 2nd then they 
have drefled their own procefle , and their oppoſites may ſay , ex ore r#0 
re judico; Of it contains the infirmities againſt which they are daily w:eſt- 
ling, and then men may think that they might as well huve mourned for 
them before the Lord and in private, as have blazed them abroad. 
OBsEnR. 7. Laſtly , that I may nor inſiſt longer on ſuch an unpleaſing 
fſubje&t, I hope our Brethren upon ſecond and ferious thoughts will ſee, 
and however all unengaged men wilj, that what ever our Brechicens inten- 
tions are , { which Iam ſo far from judging as Idefireto entbreain all cha- 
ritie ) yet forthe nature oftheir work in ſuch a juncture of Aﬀairs, there 
could not be more done by men profeſlins friendſhip for ruining a Coun- 
trey and Kirk , then they have done firſt an4 laſt, ſince the riſe of theſe de-: 
bates, and all may ſee and lament that, by our Brethrens way, we are' 
left under confuſion , without any hope of remedie , for our Brethren 
will do what they will, and then will agree to no Judge til! they be ſure he 
is of their mind. Confuſions abound in Presbyteries , Pfesbyteries are di- 
vided, and Pcesbyteries fer up within Presbyreries ,, and ſentences of Sy- 
nods 
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nods are appealed from, andthe appealers go0-0n with theic courſe, ind 
yet we can have no Judge whom they will allow to determine in theſe 
things. This is a matter of lamentation to all who love the Peace of Zion, 
and I think might make the hearts of our Brcthren , who are tender and 
ſober, to ſtand at ſuch a courſe, as puts a Nationall Kirk in ſuch a 
poſture. 


He ap. IV. Icome now to clear ſome objeAions and prejudices which 
the Proteſters ſuggeſt and ſpread abroad , to make their own Cauſe favou- 
rable and the Allemblie odious. 

And, I. Itis given out that theſe who are for the Aſſembly do nothing 
for Peace and Union, of which themſelves are very deiirous. Anſwer, 
How ever, this be much talked off by ſome of inferiour note , and ſome- 
times when ſome of them have done what they pleaſed, if the Judica» 
tories do but declare themſelves unſatisfied with their way, it is preſently 
cryed out they are hinderers of Union , yet if they ſhall generally own 
this exception, I may ſafely ſay , that they may as well ſay any thing, if it 
may ſeem to advance their cauſe ; for, 1. 1s the Aſſemblies offer in relas 
tion to our late debates, and the Proteſtations to which I have ſpoken be«* 
fore , nothing for Union ? What further could be required of them, uns 
leſs they would have put Aſſemblies in a non-entry , and unleſs our Bre- 
thren would have them renounce their Judgements, which yet they do 
not require of our Brethren in their offers > this were not an Union, but 
co yeeld up the Cauſe againſt Truth and Conſcience. 2. \W hat have our 
Brethren done in order to an Union ? Have they ever yet, though re- 
quired, condeſcended with whom they would Unite ? yea,have not ſome 
of their number openly declared that they would not joyn with all the 
Miniſtry of Scot/and , but only delired by their conferences to draw ſome 
few that were on the Aſſembly from the reſt ? or would they ſo much as 
condeſcend to conferre , unlefſe the Commiſſion would lay aſide their 
Authoritie ? | 

II. They give out ſecondly, That they are the generalitie of the Godly 
inthe Land, wherevy it may be judged, what they think of all who are 
againſt them, fome few excepted. Anſwer, I ſhall deſire, as on the one 
hand to ſpeak nothing to the prejudice of true Pietie, ſo upon the other 
hand, co diſtinguiſh betwixt reall Pietie , and mens being eſteemed ſo , be» 
cauſe they are of ſuch a faQion , or to blaſt and reproach men with ca- 
lumnies becauſe they are againſt my way and deligne, as is too uſuall in 
this time. Oaly for clearing this miſtake, I would reply. 1. This ſeems 
0 ſinell too rank of arrogancy and preſumption, z, For men to aſwume 

to 
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+t6 themſelves fuch atirle, which they know from whom they have l[ear- 
ned, lince the Donatiſts of old were put fromit, 2. For men to con- 
demn all their oppoſits, though the generalitie of a Land and of a 
Kirk in heaps as ungodly men : I would judge it great arrogancie for 
any man to aſſert, that there are not moe ſeekers of God in (inceri- 
tie throughout the Land , by far, thenall that owns our Brethrens 
way , good or bad; ſure I am look through the Land , and conſider 
theſe of Nobles, Gentrie, and Burroughs, who have been eminent 
in the Caule in Judicatories and other acings, and they will finde a 
a few of them at their meetings. 3. Suppoſing men to be Godly, yet 
it ſeems a great preſumption to bear out mens Cauſe, be what it will, 
becauſe they are Godly, whereas Piety is givenof GO Þ to inable 
men to be inſtrumentall to ſave their own fouls, and if they will lay 
more 0n it then it will bear, and cauſe it commend every way they 
Follow , it ſhall be righteous with God to blaſt it, 

2, What ever partie they have drawn amongſt Godly men, it 
ariſes from our Brethrens abuling of the ſimplicity of good men , who 
as they cannot well diſcern of that controverlie about an Aſſemblie , (6 
neicher are they againſt the conſtitution thereof, as ſome of them= 
ſelves who in ſimplicitie ſubſcribed the Proteſtation have acknows 
ledged ; only becauſe of their diſſatisfaction abourthe Reſolutions, 
our Brethren have caried them on to overtarn all, and therefore emit- 
ted Papers to perſwade them, who were againſt the Reſolutions , not 
t0 joine in the Aſſemblie ; as if every wrong ſentence (put the caſe the 
Reſolutions had been wrong ) did annull rhe authority of the Judge, 
further then in relationto that ſentence. They ſhall do well to think of 
an account to God, for their carriage, whoſe credit & whoſe aRtivity be- 
yond their ordinary ſtrain, m all the Work hitherto, hath engaged well 
affefed men in this Controverſy,which lay.ſo far out of the way,intheir 
ordinary courſe to heaven: and it is hoped many of them, when they fee 
the utmoſt of this buſineſſe, will be loath to go on: And if others, 
when their ſpirits are ſet on edge, run further wrong and renounce all 
Aſfemblies ( as others already have done ) our Brethren may think 
they have done them a ſhrewd olfice. 

3. It would not be forgotten that this looks like the time of trying 
godly men : andas others have had their trialls and tentations ſince this 
Work began wherewith well affe&ed men have not been moved, fo that 
now the Lok Þ is winnowing them ; wherein T am confirnied from the 
the Apoſtaſic of many, (who at lealt pretended to piety) to the _ 
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and deluſions of the time: P DH it would ſeem more fit- 
ting, for truely Godly men to be fearing and trembling leaſt their way. 
be a part of their diſcoverie , thento commend it to others from the 
confideration of their perſons, eſpecially conſidering that every Gods 
ly man is not fit for all things, and chattheſe who are very eminent 
in Piety, and for contemplations in Holy Things, may yet be very weak 
in praQticall debares, ſuch as ours are. 

4. The weakneſle of this Argument of commending a Cauſe be. 
cauſe many good men follow it, may be abundantly diſcovered by 
recent experience, when the hatchers and maintainers of all the 
Errors of the time were cryed up under that ſame name ; but I. de- 
ſire rather to clear it from Scripture. When David a man after 
Gops heart will havethe people numbered , and oab a prophane 
and bloodie man is againſt-it , would any man judge that good Di. 
vinitie to fay, David muſt be right becauſe Godly , and 7oab wrong 
becaufe profane ?2- May not'a very naturall man ſtand right, when 
a Saint under tentation ſtumbles > Again when Peter the great and 
known Apoſtle and the Chriſtian Fewes and Barnabas followed 3 
courſe which onely Pax! ( not yet ſo eminent as ſome. of. them.) 
oppoſed , would any: think it a right way to have followed the 
fide whereon their were manyeſt Godly? Gop hath of old pro- 
nounced a curſe on truſting in man, be what he will, and commanded 
n5s£0 £0 to the Law and Teſtimony of him who is only. true , whereas 
all men are liers, 

111. They except thatthe Aſſemblies courſe is contrary-to the Co- 
yenant and'Solemn Engagement. Anſw. 1. What ever this objedi- 
on ſay to the matter of the Reſolutions , ( which I hope ſhall be juſti. 
fied ) yetir fayes nothing for-overturning the Aﬀembly, which is the 
chief difference ; and which if. they had abſtained from, ocher debates 
might more eaſily have been digeſted. 

2. I beleeve they cannot urge the Coveaant.in this Plea , for there- 
by -the cenſure of Malignants is expreſly referred to the competent 
Jadicatories, and not. to every private ſpirit; and for the. Solemn 
Engagement, it isto be exponed by the Covenant, for it contains no 
new Covenant, but a renovation of the old, and: a new. iogagement 
xo the duties thereof after our Apoſtacies, 


3, It is well. remembered by theſe who were upon the debate in 
concInding 
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concluding that Engagement , a what ever tyes were laid on there, 
in reference to Malignants , yet the caſe of an invaſion of the whole 
Land and intereſts therein was expreſly excepted ; and that for avoi- 
ding of ambiguities in this very buſineſſe in{tead of the concrete AMa- 
lignants, prophane men, &c. the abſtract was put in of nor comp!y- 
ing with Malignancie , prophanitie, &c. thatſo joining with ſuch 
men ( eſpecially being Eccleſiaſtically purged of their Malignancy ) in 
a common neceſſarie and lawfoll duty, might not come under the name 
of ſuch compliance. 

4. If ſucha tye be laid upon us in our Brethrens judgements by 
that Engagement, as not to joine with theſe men in ſuch a caſe as ours 
was, the tye mult either be to a moral and perpetuall duty, orton 
rhing only poſitively lawfux. If they urge it as a morall d::ty , them 
hey would conſider that however we be doubly obliged, by GODS 
Law and our own Engagement, yer they muſt hold itto be a (inin all 
Nations as well as amongſt us, not to do theſe things which are perpe- 
ruall and morall, and ſo the peculiar arguments taken from our caſe, 
may well aggravate ourfaulr, but all char, ill ſhall lie as a ſinne, by 
their principle, upon any Proteſtant ſubjects in any Nation to riſe 
with their Prince and fellow Subje&s , when the Nation is invaded, if 
they be judged ill affeted to the Cauſe of Religion, though profel- 
fing it, and have bound themſelves by many obligations to maintaine 
it, and much morc if they be of a contrary Religion : Yea it ſhould 
beaſninus, if the Turke and his Alcoran were comingupon us, to 
joine in Armes with theſe our fellow SubjeAsthough Chriſtians to de- 
fend our Countrey, Lives, Intereſts and Religion , which isa prin- 
ciple I believe, common ſenſe will hardly digeſt. If it be urgedas 2 
thing only poſitively lawfull,then I have already cleared that the caſe 
of ſelf defence to which we are tyed by the Law of nature doth diſpence 
with ſuch an obligation. 

5. The Solemn Engagement doth only bind every man in his [tation 
to the dutiestherein contained, the Magiſtrate or Miniſter, and private 
perſon to do what he may within the compaſle of his Calling, but 
doth not bind every man to every particular, ſo that a private man 
ſhould aſſume the power of the Mapiſtrate or Miniſter to -do what 
the private man thinks is omitted by them ; and therefore-as rhe Co- 
venant makes it the Magiltrates'fſtation to cenſure and puniſh Malig- 
nant9 , ſoit muſt be a wreſting of the intention and very letter of the 
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bot d Scare, if chey do not (iingheir apprehen- 
ſions) perform what they are tyed anto. To mourne in ſecret and pive- 
their private teſtimonie , and relt there, doth better beſcem their ſtati-- 
on and Engagements, - » * | 
IV. They give it our asa great diſadvantage and reproach againſt 

the Aſſembly , chat they are againlt all purging of corrupt and ſcan- 

dalous Miniſters-out of the Kirk , and doe rake the proteRion of 
corrupt men, if they be of their way. Anſwer, ITſhall not declaime- 
againtt their way of purging where chey. have power , which is, not 

enly ſcandalous as being done in a ſeparate and divifive way , but in> 

jurious in that they will not acknowledge the fupream Judicatories- 
who have power to cognoice thereupon, and to approve if it 

be right, and right theſe who are injuced if they have proceeded 
wrongs : Bur this I will fay, that this is a manifeſt injurie done to the- 
Aſſembly ; Theic At in anlwer to our Brethrens Propoſitions doth 
clearly hold out the contrary , and for the nor executing of it hithet- 
ro, it is not their faulc, but our Brethrens, who 1, By their irre- 

ularity in reference co the ſupream Judicatories in the time of their 
Fins under contempt', have raught others co make the Authori. 
tie thereof ineffectuall, 2. By leaving the Judicateries, and. not 
joyning with theic Brethren, have weakned the Judicatories. Ic hath. 
been much defired that by their uniting they would fortite the heart 
of the Government, and ſettle our: diltempered humors , that fo+ 
the Kirk may be able to purge out. noxious humors according to - 
the old principles : but our Brethren kave choſena method of their 
own, firſtto ſeparate from men, and then to purge them out which 
ſeemes to be prepoſterous, 

Conclaſ, Having made theſe few obſervations: upon the matter of 
our ſad differences, I have no more to adde, but only to ſhew my: 
ſcope therein , which is neither to make the perſons of our Brethren 
odious, nor tO raile, or keep up contentious, which have fo long burne 
us 38 a flame, but only to do ſomewhat for cle:ring of a Nationall 
Kirk , made fo odious by many practiſes, and to fee if the mindes of 
any who are bemiſted in this-buſſineſſe might be cleared of miltakes:; 
And if our Brethren will yet conſider their way and begin. to think- 
en healing our breach ; and therefore the ſumme of all that ] would 


haye gathered from the fore-going diſcourle is, 
| x1, That 


1: Thitt 0ur Brethren ould more-ilayly: 
fruirs of chis rupture which chey make frolul#Judicacones, 
have been hinced at in going through, | and are lynow cecapi 


they may; ſee a pteparartive led for ſhaking looſe! Kirk ſugicarones ug 


on every. qccalion.; the body. of, the people 19” perith to-torn; Ac 
true p.ety in perillto be loſt and eyanifh in notions and 4 :men 
engaged by them in the Controverſie 'afe-in hazard'to. outfitip gheir 
lexders, and run further wrong ; love is decayed,and-miltekes and:pre> 
judices and unjuſt aſperſions mukiplied ;: the , Govergment f the Kirk- 
is made ufeleſle in this reching time. ; piety is ta hazard ob Gd repreach, 
while men, profeſling it, a& mo divilive a way, .to the breaking of all: 
ſociery; and many new principles are-itarred among us, a5 N0,controvers 
fie, upon bow ſmall a difference ſoever; but uſually breeds new prin- 
ciples: We are now taught, That the former Conclyſiens: of Kirk and 
Stare, before our differences are a -part of the Cauſe of Gods Wrath ; 
That men muſt nor join in a lawfull duty becauſe of che (in of others ; 
That no Army may conſiſt ofany, but of ſuch as all che Covenanters are 
ſatisfied with ; That every Covenanter muſt have a negative voice in 
matters of Church and State:That when we apprehend fear of wrath to 
come on others in 2 |awfull work, therefore we may forſake them in it. 
Theſe and many other principles are clearly held our in the Papers and 
praiſes of theſe times, which, with the other effeRts of our Rent, may 
ſhew us that it isnort fleſhand blood only, bur ſpirituall wickednefle in 
high _—_ that as chiefly in it, to bring about ſome grand deligne- 
-- hereby. 

2. * That our Brethren .conſigering theſe things , would more cordi- 
ally ſet abont accommodation and healing, which as it is very cordial- 
ly deſired and longed for, ſoIcan fee no way how to make an accom- 
modation, but by acknowledging the Authority of the Allembly , 
and forbearing other debates, if they intend'to keep this Nationall 
Kirk in poſſeilion of her Judicatories, and purpoſe not ( as is faid ) to 
cruſh all chat have been againſt them.. Aad for this end I would ear- 
neltly odteſt that they would cleaytheniſelves by their praiſe of that” 
which is [aid to their charge, that their want of ſuch power as they 
would have, is the cauſe of all theſe-wayes they follow, and that they 
will agree to no Union, unleſſe- they ger all the power-in their hand. 
I deſire alto that well aFe&ed young men of the Miniſtery, . who are 
unexperienced, would take heed to their ſpirits that hote blood and 
incon{iderate. 
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if Joe precipicare them 68 courſes which ater times 
auSenſeves fadlyto reſent: And Iam perſwaded that if all 
mhbaraned way, ( eſpecially choſe who are leaders and 


UnnCthers along with-chem ) would conſider how heavy the effeas 
7 Ris Rent will be co bear and anſwer for, they would finde their 
+357 4 undation too weak to have built ſuch a ſtruure upon. 

WF ” 3. That if it ſhall pleaſe che Lok Þ yet to afflift this poor Kirk with 
94, fuch afadrupture, yer the Godly nl Sober in the Land may be well 
| adviſed before they condemn the Judicatories, or imbarque in a courſe 
of ſuch conſequence : -For aſſuredly if the Lox Þ continue our rupture, 
at is becauſe he is about to diſcover ſome droſſe by it, which other- 
wiſe would have lurked - Which when the Lox Þ ſhall diſcover, they 
will think themſelves well guiled, who have kept their hands free of 

ſuch violent courſes, and have walked in ſober and peaceable wayes. 


